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If you would please turn in your Bibles to Ephesians chapter 4. Ephesians chapter four and we will be looking at the first 6 verses.

Our current sermon series; “I am a Church Member.” This series draws on the biblical principles that Thom Rainer brings out in his book by that same title. 

There are a few more books available in the narthex for a suggested donation of $5. If you don’t have the $5 please take one as a gift from us.

The hope of this series is to gain a better, biblically based perspective on what church membership means to God, His church, and to you and your spiritual health. 

We began by showing that the New Testament expectation is that a believer’s connection to the universal church is to be worked out in the context of the local, geographical church assembly.

And as we saw last week, each member of the local church, like each part of the body, is to be a fully functioning member.

Church is not just what you get out of it but is where you serve and answer the calling God has put on you.
If you are a hand, a foot or an eye then do your part and when each of us do our part the church functions as God intended.

This morning we are going to move on to consider that because we together make up one body but are each unique and different parts of that same body we must seek to be a…

UNIFYING CHURCH MEMBER

[Start shaking hand and arm about uncontrollable.]

If one part of the body is out there doing its own thing it can be very distracting to the rest of the body.

[Start moving around the stage being led by the other hand.]

If another part of the body starts to head off going its own way than it can pull the rest of the body off course.

A unifying church member works in harmony and in cooperation with the rest of the body to accomplish a higher, greater purpose than what that individual part can do on its own.

At the same time being a unifying church member does not mean uniformity. We must celebrate and honor the differences each part of the body brings to the whole.

And we should not divide over things that have to do more with preference than with the gospel.

Listen to what Paul, the apostle has to say about unity here in Ephesians 4.

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon are sometimes called the Prison Epistles, since they were all written while Paul was in prison in Roman.

This was probably written with the intent that it would be sent first to the church in Ephesus, where Paul had worked as a missionary for three years, but then it would be passed along to other churches in the region.

In this letter Paul sets out to explain God’s eternal purpose in establishing the church, the body of Christ.

The first three chapters are the theological or doctrinal truths about the church. And now starting here in chapter four, Paul begins to focus on the practical applications of those truths.

Truth – God is uniting us into His church. Application – we have to protect the unity of the church.

Ephesians 4:1-6: “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 

2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

If you are a follower Jesus Christ, a true disciple, who wants to live a life that is worthy of the calling to which you have been called you must passionately seek and maintain unity in the local body of Christ. 

You got to be a team player!

It is my hope that you will see the value and importance of maintaining church unity.

When a church is united, functioning as the Body of Christ, living and ministering as one body, empowered by one Spirit, that this is a powerful force that can stand against the powers of darkness and the attacks of the evil one which the gates of hell cannot stand against.

And yet, in the same way, a church that is not unified is powerless, ineffective, lacking in relevance and is disappointing to Christ.  

In reality, a church that lacks unity, can and is in fact detrimental to the cause of Christ.



Many lost people have turned away from Christ, not because of the gospel message, but because believers in the local church have failed to love and respect one another and unite for the cause of Christ.  

It is a demonstration of hypocrisy when we profess to be member of the body of Christ and yet fail to dwell in unity in the church.

The apostle Paul is not the only one to place great importance on unity in the church.

Jesus Himself had much to say about unity as well. 

If you would turn in your Bibles to John 17:20-23 (read)…

This is a part of the prayer our Lord offered for members of His church, for us. 

Sometimes this is called His High Priestly Prayer. He prayed this prayer the night before He would go to the cross: “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 

21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, 

so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 
23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.

I want to make four (4) observations about unity.

The first thing I want us to see is that…

I.  UNITY IN THE CHURCH BODY IS RELATIONAL

It’s not optional. We need to understand how Jesus feels about this unity in His body.  

First, unity is the prayer and desire of Christ’s heart – John 17:21 is a powerful verse.  “that they may all be one”

Jesus is speaking to the Father – His prayer – His passionate plea is for unity among the members of His church. 

It is the cry of His heart.  

Notice also, that…Unity is a picture of the Trinity – Jesus prayed, “Just as you Father, are in Me, and I in you…”  

Just a short while earlier, in this same High Priestly Prayer – in John 14, Jesus had told His disciples that He would be sending a Comforter/the Holy Spirit, to indwell them so that they would have the presence of God with them, at all times.


So, if God’s Spirit is living in us, and Jesus prays that we would be in the Father and in the Son as He is in the Father and the Father is in Him…then, the unity of the triune God-head is an example of how the body of Christ is to dwell in unity.

As members of His church we are to be united as one voice with the message of salvation to those around us.

Notice…real unity has to do with our relationship with God through Christ - Jesus prayed, “…that they also may be in us…”

Unity is about our being united together in Christ. It’s more about our relationship with God then our agreement with each other.

Jesus knows what unity is like because it has been His experience for eternity-past – Jesus has always existed in this intimate unity with the Father.

When He prayed this prayer He was on His way to the cross – which was the means for us to become related to Him, by faith.  

He prays that we would come to know the reality of the unity with the Father and the Son that He already knows.  


I.  UNITY IN THE CHURCH BODY IS RELATIONAL

We also need to understand…
II. WHAT UNITY IS NOT
As with most anything that we read in God’s Word, there are distortions and strange ideas that come with the way people think about things – and unity is no exception.  

So, first…Unity is not mere union/a connection.  

People say they have 500 friends or whatever – but a friend on Facebook is not the same as the true understanding of friendship.  

Having 100 names written down on a Membership List does not prove genuine unity within the body of Christ.  

Further, Unity does not come as a result of human effort, but divine empowerment by the Holy Spirit to set aside preferences.  

Somewhat like a government leader that forces everyone in his party to vote the same way regardless of conscience, he/she might achieve what they are looking for at the moment, but that is not unity – that is forced uniformity. 

And, Unity does not mean we always completely agree with another person.  

I have been part of gatherings where I have seen people agree with something just to maintain peace and decorum in the public gathering…that’s not unity.  



But, I have also seen people choose to disagree with each other on a particular issue and still part as dear brothers and sisters, choosing to disagree in love and not allow that disagreement to affect their relationship with each other and with the Lord – that’s unity.

[District vote to re-align how DS is aligned to the national office. Vote at district conference. Regardless of the vote we will stay united]

Let’s move on to…

Unity is relational and we understand what it is not, and we need to think about…
III. WHAT HINDERS UNITY

Just as unity does not just happen, much like all of creation did not just evolve…there are many things that are definite threats to unity.  
The base answer to the question – what hinders unity; is We Do!

Here are some of the things we do that hinder unity:

First, we allow our tongue “free speech” – James has much to say about the uncontrolled tongue.  

In James 1:26 we read “If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless.”  

And, then in James 3:3-12, he gives some very serious warning about this problem.  

Just listen to what he writes in James 3:8-9 “but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God.”

One writer said, “THINK before you speak – never put your tongue in gear before your mind!”

One way to avoid misusing your tongue is to think before you speak.  

Ask yourself:  Is what I am about to say, “Is it true?  

Is it Helpful, and not hurtful?  

Does it edify – build others up or tear them down?  

Is it Necessary?  

Is it Kind?

When we allow our tongues to run rogue we are setting up for negative, unity-hindering, impact…things like:

1. Gossip          2. Slander        3. Grumbling/Complaining                   4. Backbiting

We hinder unity when…We employ the gift of criticism.
It is one thing to disagree with someone else, but it is another thing to allow that disagreement to constantly question the decisions and choices that other person makes.  

A critical spirit can be very destructive to the unity of the body of Christ.

There are times when it is necessary to use a constructive criticism to help someone else overcome a certain obstacle in their life because you sincerely care for them.

But, as Christ taught – we need to make sure we first take the log out of our eye before we try to remove a splinter from someone else’s eye…it’s about having a pure motive under the influence of the work of the Holy Spirit.  

We hinder unity if we have…An unforgiving heart.

When this happens, we keep a close record of all the wrongs done against us so that we have them available or future reference.  

Un-forgiveness hinders unity, because unity if founded on trust.  

We need to get in the habit of moving beyond all the wrongs done to us – if someone wrongs us unintentionally, we need to act with patience – to put up with what they have done.

If someone wrongs us purposefully, we need to forgive even if they never ask for forgiveness.

Imagine how this world could be a more peaceful place if, whenever a person is wronged they would forgive and bear with the one who has wronged them with the strength of the Holy Spirit and love of Christ.

If any of those things raise their ugly heads in our localized body, we need to own it, face them and repent of them – to repent of all things that hinder unity – that is the only cure for disunity in the body of Christ.

Unity is relational. We know what it is not and what can hinder unity.

But let’s consider…
IV. WHAT UNITY PRODUCES

Look again at John 17:23 “I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.”

Jesus doesn’t just pray for unity – that we would be one as he and the Father are one…He prays that we would “…become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.”

Some significant truths out of this:

A One Church = A Won World, when a church is unified as one, the world will be won over.

Unity in the church points people to the truth of God’s love and proves the reality of His plan to redeem a lost humanity.  

And, unfortunately, there have been many people over the years that have walked away from God and from the church because of in-fighting or, a lack of unity among God’s people.  

Second, Unity makes it possible for the church to win the world to Christ because when we are unified in Christ…

We will be united in purpose

We will be united in prayer

We will be united in power

We will be united in proclamation of the gospel

We will be known by our love for each in the body of Christ.  

A. W. Tozer, in his book, The Pursuit of God, wrote, “Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to each other?  

They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one must individually bow.  




In the same way, one hundred worshipers all part of one local fellowship, each one looking first to Christ, will automatically be, in heart, nearer to each other than they could possibly be, were they to become ‘unity’ conscious and turn their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship on their own.”

Unity must be your heart’s desire, for our church.

I.  UNITY IN THE CHURCH BODY IMPORTANT
II. WHAT UNITY IS NOT
III. WHAT HINDERS UNITY
IV. WHAT UNITY PRODUCES

Only through Christ can we mend our differences lay down our preferences and build unity in our church. 

We selfishly believe our preferences, our better than other’s opinions, we must sacrifice our selfish pride and desires for the greater good of God’s church, which pleases and glorifies God.

And obedience always gives greater joy than getting our own way. Let’s pray…
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